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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CFED, CGEN 

SUB J : AMERICAN MEDICAL STUDENTS ASSOCIATION OF ROME 


1 . AN OFFICER OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
OF RO (AMSAR) RECENTLY CONTACTED EMBASSY REGARDING 
DIFFICULTIES ITS MEMBERS ARE ENCOUNTERING IN OBTAINING 
APPROVAL OF THEIR USG BACKED HIGHER EDUCATION LOANS. 
APPLICATIONS FOR LOAN GUARANTEES ARE MADE TO THE INDIVIDUAL 
STATES (EG: NEW YORK STATE HIGHER EDUCATION SERVICES CORPO- 
RATION IN ALBANY, N.Y.), WHICH PROCESS THEM AND THEN 
FORWARD THEM TO DHEW FOR APPROVAL. 


2. AMSAR ADVISES EMBASSY THAT ITS MEMBERS HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED ANY ADVICE AS TO WHETHER DHEW HAS APPROVED THE 
REQUESTED LOAN GUARANTEES. APPLICATIONS WERE MADE BETWEEN 
NOVEMBER 1977 AND JANUARY 1978. A NUMBER OF AMSAR'S 
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MEMBERS ARE NOW FACING SERIOUS FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES AND SOME 
MAY HAVE TO ABANDON THEIR STUDIES IF THEIR LOAN GUARANTEES 
ARE NOT APPROVED PROMPTLY. 


3. AMSAR OFFICIAL BELIEVES DELAY MAY BE DUE TO FACT 
THAT ROME UNIVERSITY NO LONGER WILLING COMPLETE AND SIGN 
PART B (PORTION OF APPLICATION FORM "QUOTE TO BE COMPLETED 
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BY THE SCHOOL END QUOTE). IN LIEU OF THIS, STUDENTS HAVE 
SUBMITTED CERTIFICATES OF INSCRIPTION. 

4. AS SITUATION DESCRIBED ABOVE PRESENTLY AFFECTS 

40-50 AMCIT MEDICAL STUDENTS IN ROME, DEPT URGENTLY REQUESTED 

ASCERTAIN FROM DHEW REASON FOR DELAY IN APPROVING LOAN GUA- 

RANTEES.HOLMES 
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